
Bielefeld University – 
Modern, Interdisciplinary and International

Bielefeld University combines classic higher education 
traditions with innovative structures in research and 
teaching. Interdisciplinary research, modern courses 
and world-wide cooperation have made it one of the 
best universities in Germany and have helped to spread 
the University’s reputation far beyond Germany’s 
borders. 
Founded in 1969, Bielefeld University today has 13 
faculties with around 2,600 staff  (including approx. 
1,480 academic staff ) and approx. 18,000 students 
attending one of 80 distinctive courses of study. 

The distinguishing characteristic of Bielefeld University 
is its interdisciplinary identity in both research and 
teaching. A shining example of this is the Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Research, which brings together 
international researchers from various disciplines.

One proof for Bielefeld University’s excellent research 
performance is the success of the cluster “Cognitive 
Interaction Technology/CITEC” (Human-Machine Com-
munication) and the “Bielefeld International Graduate 
School in History and Sociology/BGHS” within the 
framework of the Initiative for Excellence supported 
by the Federal Government and the State Government.

The University’s main building on the edge of the 
Teutoburger Forest is unique in its architectural concept 
– all departments, research facilities, laboratories, 
services, and lecture halls are located under one 
roof. This encourages interdisciplinary collaboration 
and also facilitates everyday communication and 
networking among all members of the University. 
Moreover, the city of Bielefeld off ers adequate 
conditions for feeling at home quickly: It is the cultural 
and economic centre of the region known as Eastern 
Westphalia and combines the advantages of city life 
with the relaxing and exciting leisure opportunities 
of the Teutoburger Forest. 
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