Chapter I (l.1-17)
Content and stylistic analysis
Whose point of view is the first chapter told from?

- Delaney Mossbacher’s (l.7)

What do we know about him?


- address: 32 Pinon Drive, Arroyo Blanco Estates


- a liberal humanist


- an unblemished driving record → (explain ‘unblemished’: not spoiled by any mistake or bad behaviour; ‘driving record’: record = the known facts about someone’s past behaviour)

- a freshly waxed Japanese car with personlized plates → (personalized plates: in America, license plates that you can ‘personalize’, that is, give your or a fancy name, etc.)

- he has had an accident, obviously ran somebody over

What do we know about the victim?


- a frail scrambling hunched-over form


- a dark little man


- a wild look in his eye


- red-flecked eyes


- rictus of the mouth


- rotten teeth


- incongruous shock of gray in the heavy black brush of the mustache → [AE spelling; metaphor: the heavy black brush of the mustache]
Effect the accident has had on Delaney:


- images infested → [‘infest’: if insects, rats, etc. infest a place, they appear in large numbers and usually cause damage; indirect comparison to harmful animals] his dreams and cut through his waking hours like a window on another reality → [comparison]

- in a book of stamps at the post office


- reflected in the blameless glass panels […] at Jordan’s (?) [son?] elementary school


- staring up at him from his omelette aux fines herbes → (French; why? Upper-class?) at Emilio’s (?) [what is it? Certainly a restaurant]
What is the overall impression we get of Delaney?

What is the overall impression we get of the victim?

How is that achieved?


- point of view


- choice of words


- use of stylistic devices (comparison, methaphor → something wild, annyoing, threatening breaking in on the man’s quiet/regular life)
Lesson I:
Goal:

By way of a detailed text analysis, the students recognize that the narrative situation of The Tortilla Curtain is introduced through the subjective perspective of one of the main characters and understand how the language serves to draw two rather contrasting pictures of the two.

Objectives:

· The students realize that there are two characters introduced at the beginning of the first chapter by collecting information on them (Delaney Mossbacher & ‘the victim’). (cognitive)

· By evaluating the information presented on each character, they find out that the story is presented from the point of view of Delaney Mossbacher. 

· By paying special attention to the stylistic devices used in the opening lines, the students should recognize that the language serves the effect of drawing a threatening picture of ‘the vicitim’ and a rather positive one of Mossbacher. (cognitive)

· The detailed analysis of the first lines should give them confidence for tackling the rather difficult language and create interest in how the story develops. (affective)
· Chapter 1
Main characters

	Delaney Mossbacher
	‘the victim’

	- address: 32 Pinon Drive, Arroyo Blanco Estates

- a liberal humanist

- an unblemished driving record

- freshly waxed Japanese car with personlized plates

- has run somebody over
	- a frail scrambling hunched-over form

- a dark little man

- a wild look in his eye

- red-flecked eyes

- rictus of the mouth

- rotten teeth


Point of view: Delaney Mossbacher’s

Overall impression of Mossbacher: upper-class American, ‘good citizen’

Overall impression of the victim: dark, wild, threatening

How is this achieved?


a) contrasting choice of words, e.g. adjectives
liberal, unblemished, freshly waxed ( hunched-over, dark, wild, red-flecked, rotten …


b) stylistic devices

figurative language:


the images “infested his dreams”: (to) infest = usu. of insects or rats; (to) appear in 




large numbers

figurative language and comparison:


they “cut through his waking hours like window on another reality”: they cannot be suppressed, keep coming back as if they were haunting him

derogatory language + metaphor:


“the incongrous shock of gray in the heavy black brush of the mustache”

