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I. What is a vampire?

A. The vampire is a dead person that rises from its grave to drink the blood of the living

B. They can change into beasts, wolves, or into mist

C. You can scare them away with garlic or with a crucifix

D. The only way to kill them is with sunlight with fire or you put a stake right into their  

       heart 

   What is a werewolf?
A. The werewolf is a living person who has the power to transform into a wolf

B. Werewolves transform in every full moon night and on the day of midwinter

C. If a human being was bitten by a werewolf he died or he metamorphosed to a     werewolf

D. The mythology of the werewolf based on the disease in the 16th century

E. Between 1520 and 1630 about 30000 humans diseased on Lykanthrophie

II. Mythology

A. vampires are creatures of pagan folk myths

B. In the middle Ages the first missionaries changed the vampire into creature who has relations to the devil in order to convince people of Christians beliefs

C. In the Enlightenment people themselves searched for explanations for the evil that exists in the world

· found them in the “not-dead beings”

III. Superstition of blood-sucking

C. The roots of blood-sucking reach to the beginning of mankind
1) people believed in enlarging their power by the drinking of blood

2) the belief in a ghost a ghost who can suck the blood and steal the energy of a human-being while the latter is sleeping results from nightmares

B. The power of the living one shall be transmitted on the dead one, namely the vampire

C. Generally there’s the orientalic belief of reincarnation ( “nothing fades forever”)

    Remedies against vampires

A. Garlic: most effective measure; people believed that the ugly taste keeps vampires off

B. Crucifix: combats and forces out evil; it helps because vampires are considered to be demonic agents

C. Staking: with a wooden stake; was used for dead people who were thought to become vampires

D. Beheading: vampires head was cut off, and then the heart was staken 

IV. Vampires in literature and film
A. Lord Byron & Polidori’s “The vampire”

B. Dark Romanticism

B. The vampire (1816) of John William Polidori’s is the 1st vampire narrative

    Bram Stoker’s Dracula

A. Published in 1897

B. The novel reflects the dark side of Victorian society

C. Still one of the most popular stories ever told

Historical background

A. Vlad III Dracula ( Vlad Tepes ( Vlad the Impaler (15th century)

B. Prince of Wallachia

    Screen Adaptations

A. Nosferatu, a Symphony of Horrors (1922)

B. Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1992)

C. Anne Rice’s “Interview with the vampire”
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