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BGHS: Research Proposal Guidelines (2025)

Application to the degree programme

Research Proposal: Guidelines on content

The exposé serves as both a planning tool and a communication document. It clarifies your research focus and approach, demonstrates feasibility, shows how your project contributes to the academic field and guide admission decisions. Keep in mind that your exposé should convincingly answer the following questions:

•
What is your research question?

•
Why does it matter?

•
How do you plan to study it?

Core Sections (Based on Ulrich von Alemann
)

1. Research Area

•
Define your thematic and disciplinary field.

•
Position your project within a broader academic conversation.

•
Describe the social, historical, or theoretical context that frames your interest.


🡆 What is your research about, and where does it fit within the according research field?

2. State of Research

•
Provide an overview of key literature and debates.

•
Identify gaps or limitations in existing research.

•
Explain how your work addresses these gaps and contributes original insights.


🡆 What gap or problem in the literature are you addressing?

3. Research Questions

•
Formulate clear, specific, and researchable questions.

•
Ensure they are derived from the gaps found in current research, simultaneously reflecting 
current state of the research field. 
•
Use these questions to guide the structure of your methodology and argument.


🡆 What precise relationship, effect, or process are you seeking to understand? What makes it 
especially relevant or urgent within the current state of the research field?

4. Methods and Theories

•
Describe your methodological approach and research design.

•
Justify why these methods are appropriate for your questions.

•
Discuss the theoretical concepts framing your analysis.


🡆 How will you approach your topic, and why is this approach appropriate?
5. Sources and Data

•
Explain what types of data, texts, or sources you will use.

•
Indicate how and where you will access them.

•
Mention any ethical or practical considerations.


🡆 What research material will you work with, and how will it support your research?

6. Work Schedule / Feasibility

•
Outline a realistic and structured timeline.

•
Break down your work into key phases (e.g., literature review, data collection, writing).

•
Include milestones to track your progress.


🡆 Is your project and scope feasible within the expected 3-5 years of your doctoral studies?

7. Bibliography

•
Include key works relevant to your topic.

•
Demonstrate familiarity with foundational and current texts in your area.


🡆 Are you well informed about the research field you want to contribute to?

 8. Scientific Practice

•
Structure your text clearly and logically.

•
Use proper citations and footnotes.

•
Maintain academic integrity — including crediting your own prior work (e.g. your MA thesis) 
when relevant.


🡆 Does your exposé meet academic standards of clarity, rigour, and integrity?

Self-Check Before Submission 

Ask yourself:

•
Is my research question clear and focused?

•
Have I shown why my project matters?

•
Is my methodology well-justified and feasible?

For further valuable insights, particularly on writing a strong research proposal, on the academic system in context of a PhD in Germany, and building a productive relationship with a supervisor, we recommend the BGHS podcast The following episodes provide targeted information on these topics and can be accessed via these links:
· Episode on Writing: https://open.spotify.com/episode/5EClLvrKamECL031hClbxI  

· Episode on a PhD in Germany: https://open.spotify.com/episode/0t4jDtOkPq6pRkOtMvGT4Y  

· Episode on Supervision: https://open.spotify.com/episode/4PKqFzgRDmGQ8dIANhcz5Y 
� Alemann, Ulrich von (2012): Das Exposé: „Ja, mach nur einen Plan …“ In: Franziska Günauer, Anne K. Krüger, J. Moes, T. Steidten, Claudia Koepernik (Hg.): GEW-Handbuch Promovieren mit Perspektive. Ein Ratgeber von und für DoktorandInnen. Bielefeld, S. 69-79.
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