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The following document is an Al-translated version.

Dear parents and guardians,

We are writing to ask for your consent to interview your child as part of the DiVa research project.

On the following pages, you will find detailed information in accordance with the General Data Protection
Regulation, and you can give your consent by signing on page 5.

We would be very grateful if you could support this important research by giving your consent.

Thank you very much!

Prof. Dr Birgit Litje-Klose

1. INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND GUARDIANS

Purpose of the study

This study investigates how pupils with different starting points in Year 5 of secondary school can be
best supported. The aim is to find out how lessons need to be structured to be effective for learning and
to promote pupils’ academic development and well-being.

Study procedure — What exactly can you expect from this study?

We will administer written questionnaires to the pupils a total of three times during lesson time: once in
autumn 2026, once in spring 2027 and once in spring 2028. The children’s academic performance will
be assessed in the areas of reading, writing and arithmetic, as well as through problem-solving tasks.
The children will also be asked about their well-being in class. In autumn 2026, you and the teachers
will also be asked how the individual children in your class are getting on. This survey also includes
specific personal data (language spoken at home, current support measures and any special support
needs). Information on the general school environment will be collected via the school management.

In addition, two lessons in your child’s class will be video-recorded. Your consent for this has been, or
will be, sought in a separate declaration.

The data from the video recordings and the questionnaires will be cross-referenced at group level as
the project progresses. This will, for example, make it possible to combine the recorded lessons with
the pupils’ perspectives on them.

Project leaders

The study ‘Didactics of Diversity — Research, Development and Transfer of Diversity-Sensitive Teaching
Concepts’ (DiVa) is being carried out in cooperation between the Universities of Bielefeld and Mainz
under the responsibility of Prof. Dr Birgit Litje-Klose, Dr Sandra Gruter, Prof. Dr Miriam Liken, Prof. Dr
Anja Hackbarth (all from Bielefeld University) and Prof. Dr Anja Muller (Johannes Gutenberg University
Mainz).

Benefits and risks

Taking part in the study will help to improve teaching, and no risks or negative consequences are to be
expected for you or your child. Your participation will help to advance the state of research and improve
teaching for everyone. We would be very grateful if you would allow your child to take part in the study.

Voluntary Participation

Participation in the study is voluntary. You may withdraw from this study at any time and without giving
a reason, without any disadvantages arising for you or your child.
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Data protection and data use

The data collected as part of this study will be treated confidentially. We will pass on
the pupils’ competence data to the school so that all children can receive individual
support. There are no disadvantages for pupils who do not take part, as the relevant
teachers will carry out internal assessments of learning progress where necessary.
No conclusions regarding individual pupils can be drawn from the subsequent analy-
sis. The handling of your personal data is explained in detail in the privacy policy,
which you can access via the QR code.

Personal data will be destroyed or pseudonymised once the respective data collection phase has been
completed. The coding list, which is used to link data from the various data collection points, will be
deleted upon completion of the project — and by 30 September 2029 at the latest. The pseudonymised
research data from the questionnaire survey will be retained for 10 years after the project’'s completion,
in accordance with Bielefeld University’s retention policy, and will then be deleted.

The study results will be published in summarised form, for example in academic journals, presentations
or lectures, in a way that at no point allows conclusions to be drawn about individual or specific persons
or schools.

Contact details

If you have any questions regarding participation, voluntary participation or data use, please feel free to
contact the project coordinator:

Bielefeld University
Prof. Dr Birgit Lutje-Klose
diva-vielfalt.ew@uni-bielefeld.de

If you have any queries regarding the survey, please contact:
Dr Sandra Gruter
sandra.grueter@uni-koeln.de
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2. CONSENT TO PARTICIPATION AND DATA PROCESSING

This consent applies to the surveys taking place in September 2026. We will contact you again regard-
ing future survey dates.

| have read and understood the participation information and the attached privacy policy relating to the
‘Didactics of Diversity’ (DiVa) study. | have been adequately informed and had the opportunity to ask
guestions by email or telephone before proceeding with the study.

| am aware that my participation in the study is voluntary, as is my child’s participation, and that neither |
nor my child will suffer any disadvantages should | refuse to give my consent. | may withdraw my consent
at any time with future effect. No reason is required to withdraw consent, and doing so will not result in any
disadvantages. In the event of withdrawal, my personal data will be deleted immediately. Withdrawing my
consent does not affect the lawfulness of any processing carried out up to that point. Specifically, this
means that the data does not need to be retrospectively deleted from study results already available, but
may no longer be used from the time of withdrawal and must be deleted.

To exercise my right of withdrawal, | may contact diva-vielfalt.ew@uni-bielefeld.de at any time up to 30
September 2029.

| have been informed that special categories of personal data are being collected: parents’ occupation and
educational qualifications, family language, information on the child’s educational history, current support
measures and specific support needs.

These will only be processed within the scope of this study in the manner described. | expressly agree that
my consent also extends to this.

| hereby declare that | am giving this consent on behalf of both legal guardians.
I have downloaded and thus received a copy of the information leaflet, the privacy policy and this dec-
laration of consent.

| have taken note of the information provided therein and hereby expressly consent to my child’s
participation in the study and to the associated processing of my personal data and that of my
child.

Thank you for your cooperation and trust
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DECLARATION OF CONSENT (COPY FOR YOUR RECORDS)

I have read and taken note of the privacy policy, in particular the information regarding
the processing of my child’s personal data and my own personal data.

| give my consent through the following voluntary individual consents.

| consent to my child taking part in the surveys. O

| consent to the results of my child’s competence assessments being shared with the
school management, the class teacher and the relevant subject teachers for the pur- O
poses of status and process assessment.

| consent to a class teacher and the school management being provided with infor-
mation regarding any special educational needs my child may have and their educa- (O
tional history.

| consent to my data being collected and processed as part of the parents’ survey. O

Surname, first name of my child Month and year of birth (e.g. April 2014)
(PLEASE PRINT)

Surname, first name of the parent or guardian
(PLEASE PRINT)

Place, date, signature of the parent or guardian

PLEASE RETURN THIS PAGE TO YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL.
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DECLARATION OF CONSENT

| have read and understood the privacy policy, in particular the information regarding

the processing of my child’s personal data and my own personal data.
| give my consent by means of the following voluntary individual consents.

Please tick the relevant box:

| consent to my child taking part in the surveys. O
| consent to the results of my child’s competence assessments being shared with the
school management, the class teacher and the relevant subject teachers for the pur- O
poses of status and process assessment.

| consent to a class teacher and the school management being provided with infor-

mation regarding any special educational needs my child may have and their educa- (O
tional history.

| consent to my personal data being collected and processed as part of the parents’ O

survey.

Surname, first name of my child Month and year of birth (e.g. April 2014)
(PLEASE PRINT)

Surname, first name of the parent or guardian
(PLEASE PRINT)

Place, date, signature of the parent or guardian
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