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Universal Health Coverage in the straightjacket of the 

Sustainable Development Agenda:  alternative paradigms 

for health within planetary boundaries

This lecture will outline why current policies to improve global
health, and Universal Health Coverage (UHC) more specifically, are
bound to fail in the partnership model of the Sustainable
Development Goals. It takes a critical look at the financing trends,
actors and policy priorities advancing UHC and puts this in a broader
political-economic frame of increasing global income inequalities
and ecological degradation. An alternative approach to improve
global public health based on doumghnut (circular) economics and
respecting the planetary boundaries, will be explored and
discussed.
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Dr. Remco van de Pas is an international public health specialist and
global health researcher. He is a lecturer in global health, Maastricht
University and has a position as senior research fellow global health
policy at the Institute of Tropical Medicine, Antwerp. His research
and teaching focuses on global health governance, its political-
economy and foreign policy with a special attention on health
workforce development and migration, health system
strengthening, social protection and health financing, globalization
and its impact on health equity. He is the vice-president of the
Medicus Mundi International – Network Health For All!

More information:

www.uni-bielefeld.de/gesundhw/ag2/dialogue-series.html


