Typological and formal perspectives on ditransitives and the PCC

In this talk, I review recent work on case and agreement alignment in ditran-
sitive constructions and on the person case constraint (or PCC). These topics
have been the subject of much formal and typological literature which provides
different perspectives on how these phenomena can be analysed and what un-
derlies them. I will focus on two recent papers, Barany (2024) on alignment
in ditransitives and Deal (2024) on the PCC. Both Deal’s and Barany’s models
are successful in explaining attested patterns across different languages, but
they rely on some very different assumptions about the syntactic processes in-
volved. I will address the differences in these analyses and explore some of
their respective predictions, surveying aspects of the typology and variation of
the person—case constraint and ditransitive constructions. These papers will
serve as case studies showing how formal syntax and typological research can
be combined fruitfully and lead to novel insights in both sub-fields.
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