Modern Languages and Comparative Literature Research Seminar
Queen Mary University of London (Semester 1, 2025-26)

‘Natural History and the Crisis of Nature in Modern Latin American Literature’
Professor Kirsten Kramer (Professor of Comparative Literature and Romance Studies,
University of Bielefeld)

Thursday 30 October, 17:30-19:00 (UK
time):
e QMUL Mile End Campus, ArtsOne
Building, Room 1.36.
e Online attendance via Teams.

Abstract:

During the nineteenth century, in Latin American literature and the arts, the study of nature,
the Earth’s biosystems, and their limits was carried out primarily within the field of natural
history and in the writings of scientific travellers. Both scientific and literary works of the period
document a growing awareness of a profound crisis in nature brought about by the rise of
industrial modernity and by related environmental phenomena such as the decline in
biodiversity and the progressive exploitation of natural resources—issues that resonate with
contemporary debates about the Anthropocene. These debates, however, do not only address
the risks inherent in the destructive human impact on the environment; in recent years, they
have also prompted reconsiderations of traditional notions of nature, the Earth, and the world,
particularly with respect to interactions and forms of coexistence between human and non-
human beings (e.g. the animal world).

This talk will examine the ambiguous role of natural history in modern Latin American
representations of nature, focusing on the scientific and literary works of the British
Argentinian author William H. Hudson at the end of the nineteenth century, and on the
contemporary novel Constelaciones oscuras (2016) by the Argentinian writer Pola Oloixarac. It
will explore how, in both authors, natural history emerges as a key model of knowledge that
helps to sketch different forms of interaction between humans and animals, thereby outlining
broader alliances between human and non- or post-human modes of existence—alliances that
reflect the profound transformations underlying modern understandings of nature and its
crisis.

Please direct any questions about this event to Dr Rachel Randall: r.randall@gmul.ac.uk
Full Teams link:

https://teams.microsoft.com/I/meetup-

join/19%3ameeting MDhjYmRjYmQtOWI14MiOONWRjLWI3O0TktMjNjOThiZmZmOWE0%40thr
ead.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22569df091-b013-40e3-86¢ee-
bd9cb9e25814%22%2c%220id%22%3a%2229d24467-c273-4ada-9fd1-
a5d2cecf729e%22%7d
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