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Based on the findings of a recent ethnographic research project (2021-2023), this
presentation provides the latest insights of the dynamics of the relatively new migrant
flow of African migrants through the Americas. The presentation will point out to the
three main findings, namely: the production of statelessness and the state’s ambivalence
in dealing with forced migrants, the instrumentalization of women in the global refugee
system, and the problematization of the concept of “smugglers”. In doing so, this
presentation will address the idea of emerging “forced migration infrastructures” which
leads to dynamics of multiple displacements and increased vulnerability for those on the
move. The presentation is based on ethnographic data collected with 20 African migrants
in transit between June 2021 and December 2022 in three different locations in Mexico.
Besides presenting empirical data and the main theoretical contributions, | will also aim
to present some methodologically relevant issues. The case of African migrants through
the Americas represents a very rich case to analyze how this dynamic takes place within
the global migration management policies.
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