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The presentation reflects on the impact of the six German political foundations
towards German foreign policy by discussing the extent to which they reaffirm
and reshape German foreign policy in a globalized world. What role do they play
in foreign policy? Are they advising think tanks or independent political actors?
The discussion will be based on the theoretical concept of foreign policy analysis
(FPA) enhanced by the sociological approach of ‘world polity’ and a case study of
their work in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The findings show
that their political power has increased due to the shift from a bipolar, nation
state system to a multipolar, post nation state system. In their shape of hybrids
between non-governmental think tanks and state financed do tanks the German
political foundations became role models for the promotion of soft power
between knowledge-driven entities and governments. Today one of their main
tasks is to promote alternative channels for foreign policy.
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