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Unseeing Refugees
Topolgangers in the city

Presented by Assoc. Prof. Gerhard Hoffstaedter (The University of Queensland)

The lecture interrogates im/mobilities in the city based
on Hoffstaedter's work with refugees in Southeast
Asia and included in his forthcoming monograph. He
investigates the role of the border and how it is
materialised and how broader bordering techniques
affect, especially, vulnerable populations. This talk
focuses on the city as a location for im/mobilities, in
which optics of surveillance and immigration controls
of immigration documents limit and curtail how his
interlocutors move through the city. He investigates
how his refugee interlocutors construct their own
mobilities and try to find a place for themselves within
an unaccommodating Malaysian body politic.

Assoc. Prof. Gerhard Hoffstaedter's research focuses on
refugees in Southeast Asia and Australia, examining
refugee and immigration policy, and religion-state
relations. He co-leads the Maritime Refugee Lab,
documenting and theorising maritime refugee journeys
and experiences. He has published five books and over
80 peer-reviewed articles and chapters,
including Modern Muslim Identities (NIAS/NUS Press) and
co-edited volumes on human security and urban
refugees. He directs the social anthropology MOOC
World101x, which has reached tens of thousands of
students globally. He was the 2024 Lee Kong Chian NUS-
Stanford Fellow on Contemporary Southeast Asia and
regularly contributes commentary on migration and
refugee issues to media outlets.

The Understanding Asia colloquium series is a joint cooperation between four working groups (WG Missbach, WG Nguyen, WG Vasilache, and WG Winkel) of
the Faculty of Sociology, Bielefeld University. For more information visit our website: https://tinyurl.com/understandingasia
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