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The Asian Challenge in a
Changing World Order

Nationalism, imagination and technologies of sovereignty

Roundtable with Tam Ng6, Arjun Appadurai, Peter van der Veer and Minh Nguyen

The global world as we have come to know it since after
WWII no longer exists. With the structures of globalisation
under huge pressure and its promises fading, fundamental
questions arise for governments and societies regarding
alternatives to former diplomatic alliances, global networks
and the choice of civilisational spheres to partake in.
European and German leaders are increasingly turning to
Asian countries to find solutions to the decline of cross-
Atlantic relations. But while Europeans continue to imagine
Asia as a timeless place, it has also been changing
drastically.

Market liberalisation has led to rapid growth in many
countries, especially China and India, unleashing new
imaginations of Asia as the centre of global modernity and
civilisation at the same time with rising authoritarian
nationalism, for which purified forms of ethnic, political and
religious affiliation are used to define belonging to the
nation. These intersect with the emergence of technologies
of sovereignty able to efficiently categorize, identify and
map out not only geopolitical territories but also social and
moral boundaries between good and bad, deserving and
underserving citizens and groups. These intra-Asian
transformations towards authoritarianism and exclusion will

pose great challenges for Europe and for Asia itself in
building up stable global alliances and fashioning new
historical beginnings.

Dr. Tdm Ngo is a senior researcher at the NIOD Institute for
War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies. She researches
commemorative politics, war accounting, environmental
justice, ethnic relations and reconciliation in postwar
Vietnam.

Prof. Arjun Appadurai is Emeritus Professor of Media, Culture
and Communication at New York University. He is the author
or editor of 15 books and of over 150 articles. He is a widely
acknowledged expert on globalisation, media, cities and
democracy. He is the 2026 holder of the Niklas Luhmann
Visiting Chair in Social Theory at Bielefeld University.

Prof. Peter van der Veer is Director Emeritus at the Max
Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic
Diversity. His publications focus on the relation between
religion and nationalism from a comparative perspective.

Prof. Minh Nguyen is Professor of Social Anthropology at
Bielefeld University. She works on the relationship between
labour mobility, welfare and the financialisation of working
lives in East and Southeast Asia.

This event is a cooperation between the Understanding Asia colloquium series (https://tinyurl.com/understandingasia), the Signatures of World Society
colloquium series (https://tinyurl.com/worldsociety) and the focus area UNIVERSAL (https://tinyurl.com/universal-bie) at Bielefeld University.

Or online via link below:


https://tinyurl.com/understandingasia
https://tinyurl.com/worldsociety
https://tinyurl.com/universal-bie

