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INTRODUCTION ©

Since its founding in 2000, the Institute for World Society Studies at the Faculty of Sociology

Introduction

at Bielefeld University has conducted and supported interdisciplinary research to understand
the complexities of world society’s emergence and development. This ongoing engagement is
worth emphasizing. In a world increasingly characterized by the resurgence of geopolitical
dynamics and figures of thought, by a reemergence of both the reality and the specter of
interstate wars, as well as by open (neo-)imperial strategies that challenge international law,
it might seem that globalization is by and large over.

World society research, however, is far from over; quite the opposite. By consistently
emphasizing that world society is not a socially integrated context, becoming increasingly
interconnected through globalization processes, but rather a historically complex, bifurcated,
and differentiated realm, world society research supported by our Institute continues to
provide a foundation and forum for exploring the dynamics of change in this understanding
of world society. It continues to do so with the firm conviction that what is needed is a
combination of theoretically and empirically rich approaches and a mandatory collaboration
across disciplines.

The Institute actively engages in research, education, outreach, and networking on various
topics related to globalization, transnationalization, and international relations, often
drawing on sociological theories of world society. Research at the Institute encompasses a
spectrum of theoretical and methodological approaches, ranging from discourse theories and
analysis to quantitative methods, including modern systems theory and sociological neo-
institutionalism. This strong emphasis on theoretical foundations is a hallmark of the
Institute’s contribution to the international research landscape.

The Institute’s initiatives aim to promote intellectual exchange and produce high-quality
research outputs, including publications and research training. This includes individual and
collective research projects, with or without external funding, as well as conferences,
workshops, colloquia, and seminars. In addition to its role as an active research institute, the
Institute serves as a thematic focus for various dissertations and postdoctoral projects. It
hosts two Research Training Groups: The Research Training Group “World Politics” and the
newly established Research Training Group “Cross-border Labor Markets”.

Understanding world society today, in the spirit described above, is more important than ever.
The Institute will continue to develop its work accordingly.
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Board of Directors

Mathias Albert

Mathias Albert is Professor of Political Science at the Faculty of Sociology at Bielefeld
University. He is currently also the Speaker of the Research Training Group “World Politics”. His
main research interests are the sociology and history of world politics and world society
theory. Other major research fields are the politics of the polar regions and youth research.

Recent publications include:

1 Albert, M., Brode-Roger, D., & Iversen, L. (Eds.). (2023). Svalbard Imaginaries. The
Making of an Arctic Archipelago. London: Palgrave.

1 Albert, M., Brunkhorst, H., Neumann, I., & Stetter, S. (2023). The Social Evolution of
World Politics. Bielefeld: transcript.

1 Albert, M., Muller, T., & Langer, K. (Eds.). (2024). Comparisons in Global Security Politics.
Representing and Ordering the World. Bristol: Bristol University Press.

1 Albert, M., Quenzel, G. & de Moll, F. (2024). Jugend 2024. 19. Shell Jugendstudie.
Weinheim: Beltz.

Ulrike Davy

Ulrike Davy is Senior Professor for Constitutional and Administrative Law, German and
International Social Law, and Comparative Law at the Faculty of Law at Bielefeld University.
Additionally, she is Principal Investigator under the DFG-funded Collaborative Research Center
1288 “Practices of Comparing”, Principal Investigator under the DFG-funded Research Training
Group “World Politics”, and Visiting Professor of Law at the University of Johannesburg. Her
research concentrates on migration and refugee law, history and theory of the welfare state,
European and global social policy, and universal human rights law, in particular, social rights
and the right to equality.

Recent publications include:

1 Davy, U., & Flichter, A. (Eds.). (2022). Imagining Unequals, Imagining Equals. Concepts
of Equality in History and Law. Bielefeld: transcript.

1 Davy, U., & Chen, A. H. Y. (Eds.). (2023). Law and Social Policy in the Global South: Brazil,
China, India, South Africa. Abingdon: Routledge.

1 Davy, U. (2023). Decolonizing Equality—The Legacies of Anti-Colonial Struggles at
International Labour Conferences, 1920-1940. Human Rights Law Review, 23(3).
https://doi.org/10.1093/hrlr/ngad017

Ralf Rapior

Ralf Rapior works as a Postdoctoral Researcher and Instructor at the Faculty of Sociology at
Bielefeld University. He is committed to decolonizing sociology and promoting a decolonial
public sociology. In his research project “The Imperialism of Cultural Comparison”, he
examines the colonial origins and enduring coloniality of comparing cultures. He investigates
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how knowledge and power in world society are intertwined through cultural comparison, which
has become one of the most important methods of “northern social science”. Its results,
narratives, and theories also serve to legitimize the dominance of Western states and culture
in world society (e.g., through the narrative of a linear human history that culminates in
“Western modernity”). In a research project on the possibilities of anti-colonial thought, Ralf
Rapior is, for example, reading Césaire, Fanon, and Cabral as alternative classics of sociology
to decolonize sociology’s curriculum and research practice and to develop a decolonial public
sociology for the present. In his publications, he invites globalization and world society
researchers in the global North to engage with the imperial origins and coloniality of the
modern world and their discipline.

Recent publications include:

1 Rapior, R. (2020). Bringing the empire (back) in: Zur Uberwindung des Eurozentrismus
in der Weltgesellschaftsforschung. In H. Bennani, M. BUhler, S. Cramer, & A. Glauser
(Eds.), Global beobachten wund vergleichen. Soziologische Analysen zur
Weltgesellschaft (pp. 35-77). Frankfurt a.M.: Campus.

1 Rapior, R. (forthcoming 2025). Imperien: Zur Soziologie einer vergessenen
Vergesellschaftungsform. Frankfurt a.M.: Campus.

Holger StraBheim

Holger StraBheim is Professor of Political Sociology at the Faculty of Sociology at Bielefeld
University. In his work, he explores the intertwinement of science and politics in world society,
the role of expertise in public policy, the ways economic discourses shape social regulation,
and the governance networks in and between policy areas such as energy, mobility, global
health, and climate change. Holger StraBheim is a Member of the Ethics Commission and of
the Senate of Bielefeld University and Co-director of the Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies
of Science (ISOS). He is a Member of the editorial board of the Critical Policy Studies Journal
and Co-editor of the Advances in Critical Policy Book Series.

Recent publications include:

1 StraBheim, H., & Beck, S. (Eds.). (2019). Handbook of Behavioural Change and Public
Policy.

1 StraBheim, H. (2023). Expertise under uncertainty: Comparing policy expert platforms
at the global climate-health nexus. Australian Journal of Public Administration.

1 StraBheim, H. (2024). A world of evidence: The global spread and silent politics of
evidence cultures. Policy and Society.

Tobias Werron

Tobias Werron is Professor of Sociological Theory at the Faculty of Sociology at Bielefeld
University. His main research areas are globalization and world society theory, sociology of
competition, media sociology, and the sociology of sport. Together with Leopold Ringel, he is
currently pursuing a research project on the historical sociology of rankings.
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Recent publications include:

1 Werron, T., & Jacobsen, M. (2023). Der methodologische Nationalismus als
Verdeckungsmechanismus. Eine theoretische Neuinterpretation. In S. Bender, O.
Flugel-Martinsen, & M. Vogt (Eds.), Verdeckungen. Interdisziplindre Perspektive auf
gesellschaftliche Ein- und Ausschlisse (pp. 137-159). Bielefeld: Bielefeld University Press.

1 Werron, T., Brankovic, J., & Ringel, L. (2023). Theorizing together. Distinktion: Journal
of Social Theory, 1-22. https://doi.org/10.1080/1600910X.2023.2259288

1 Werron, T. (2024). Was sollte, wer soziologische Theorie betreiben will, Gber die
Geschichte der soziologischen Theorie wissen? Uber George Steinmetz' Projekt einer
historischen Soziologie der Soziologie. Soziopolis, 1-15.
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Research Projects
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Research Project Principal Investigator(s) Page
Analyzing Emotions in Policy Narratives Prof. Dr. Sonja Blum [}
A Theory on World Entities - Dynamics in Inner | Prof. Dr. Martin Koch & Prof. 7
World, External Context, and Roles in Organizing = Dr. Alexander Kuteynikov

World Politics

Beyond Racial Discrimination - “Backwardness” and = Prof. Dr. Ulrike Davy 8
“Indigenous Peoples”

Cultural Translation as Multidirectional Process -  Prof. Dr. Antje FlGchter 9
Roberto Nobili as Missionary Translator between

Cultures, Religions, and Institutions

How Rankings Are Being Produced - On the Social Prof. Dr. Tobias Werron & Dr. 10
Production of Serial Comparisons Leopold Ringel

Institutional Change and Social Practice - Research = Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache il
on the Political System, the Economy, and Society in

Central Asia and the Caucasus

Order in Diversity - Practices of Comparing in Cross- | Prof. Dr. Antje FlUchter & Dr. 12
cultural Jurisprudence (17th -19th Centuries) Christina Brauner (until 2020)

Power Comparisons in Times of Global Political Prof. Dr. Mathias Albert & Dr. 13
Change, 1970-2020 Thomas Muller

Shaping Asia - Knowledge Production and Prof. Dr. Joanna Pfaff- 14
Circulation Czarnecka

The Institutionalization of Rankings - Tabular | Prof. Dr. Tobias Werron & Dr. 15
Comparison of Performances between 1850 and = Leopold Ringel

1980

The Worldviews of Ice - Constructions of the Arctic Prof. Dr. Mathias Albert & 16
at the Science/Politics Interface Prof. Dr. Holger StraBheim

Welfare for Migrant Factory Workers - Moral Prof. Dr. Minh T. N. Nguyen 17

Struggles and Politics of Care under Market
Socialism
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Analyzing Emotions in Policy Narratives

Funded by Horizon Europe; WP2 within the Horizon Europe Project “Climate, Inequality, and
Democratic Action: The Force of Political Emotions” (CIDAPE; Lead: Prof. Dr. Anna Durnovd,
University of Vienna)

Principal Investigator: Prof. Dr. Sonja Blum

Doctoral Researcher: Nora Habelitz

Fellow: Dr. Johanna Kuhlmann (University of Bremen)
Project Duration: 2024 -2027

Project Description:

CIDAPE is at the forefront of research on the complex interplay between citizen engagement,
climate change, and social and economic inequalities. At its core lies the recognition that
emotions play a fundamental role in political participation and communication.
Understanding and responding to citizens’ emotional (re-)actions, as set up by CIDAPE’s
inquiry, are essential to achieving coordinated, democratic action.

With a focus on the perceived and articulated emotions around climate and inequality, CIDAPE
takes a comprehensive, multi-methods approach and multidisciplinary analysis of the force
of political emotions in European politics of climate change. The project’s WPs delve into
emotions in the political sphere, media, everyday life, global-local entanglements, social
movements, and citizen engagement, showing how emotions shape people’s rational
argumentation, engagement, and ultimately, who and what they care about. CIDAPE seeks to
uncover the core mechanisms and processes at the heart of political action - at the policy,
polity, and politics levels - and proposes participatory tools, policy instruments, and
methodological guides to address these challenges.

WP2 at Bielefeld University studies how policies that address the climate crisis and its
inequality effects are communicated to the public, and evaluated by the audience, with a
special focus on emotions. Political emotions are at the heart of policy communication: When
political decision-makers employ policy narratives to justify public policies (and their
consequences) to the broader public, this is not just a matter of “information sharing”. WP2
helps us to understand the policy narratives that surround specific policies and how policy
actors address specific emotions when communicating them. It will also assess with whom
these narratives resonate, and on what emotional grounds they are received.
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A Theory on World Entities - Dynamics in Inner World, External Context, and Roles in
Organizing World Politics

Funded by the Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR) and the German Research Council
(Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft; DFG)

Principal Investigators: Prof. Dr. Martin Koch, Prof. Dr. Alexander Kuteynikov (St.
Petersburg State University)

Project Team (Bielefeld): Iris Bartelt (until February 2024), Natia Tsaritova (until February
2024), Alina Isakova (since March 2024)

Student Assistants: Leah Bersch, Vivien Sczesny

Project Participants: Mathias Albert (Bielefeld University), Ekaterina Bliznetskaya
(MGIMO University), Alexandra Kaasch (Bielefeld University),
Innokentyi Karandashov (St. Petersburg University), Ekaterina
Kovtun (St. Petersburg University), Maria Lagutina (St.
Petersburg University), Mariia Pishchikova (St. Petersburg
University), Detlef Sack (Bielefeld University), Alexander Sergunin
(St. Petersburg University), Andreas Vasilache (Bielefeld
University)

Project Duration: 2021 - 2025
Project Description:

Institutionalized intergovernmental cooperation, termed world entities (WEs), takes various
forms: formal agreements like the International Labor Organization (ILO), forums with
permanent secretariats like the Arctic Council (AC), and informal groups like the G20. These
examples represent three forms within the broad category of WEs. The project aims to develop
a theory of WEs by analyzing three dimensions: (1) their internal operations, (2) external
relations and environmental embedding, and (3) their role in organizing world politics.

To systematize WEs, the project undertakes three research tasks. First, it examines around
5,000 WEs to create a taxonomy of these units. Second, it identifies sample WEs to discern
their features, establishing an empirical basis for theory development. Third, it studies the
ILO, AC, and G20 in depth, focusing on their internal dynamics, external relations, and
contributions to world politics. The goal is to develop a model covering the main types of WEs,
offering insights into their statics, dynamics, sociological aspects, and organizing role in the
global political system. Using an open system approach, quantitative and qualitative methods
are applied to analyze WEs, exploring their internal dynamics and external roles in world
politics.

Originally a Russian-German project funded by the Russian Foundation for Basic Research and
the German Research Council (DFG), the collaboration was interrupted after the Russian war
in Ukraine.
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Beyond Racial Discrimination - “Backwardness” and “Indigenous Peoples”

[Project EO3 of the Collaborative Research Center 1288 “Practices of Comparing. Ordering and
Changing the World”]

Funded by the German Research Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft; DFG)

Principal Investigator: Prof. Dr. Ulrike Davy
Doctoral Researcher: Julia Burova
Project Duration: 2021-2024

Project Description:

Human rights law promises equality before the law and equal protection by the law. When
combating the idea of racial hierarchies, human rights law explicitly prohibits different
treatment based on “race, color, descent, or national or ethnic origin”, in particular, where
different treatment impairs the enjoyment of rights on an equal footing with others. However,
the emphasis on equal rights notwithstanding, human rights law also allows for “special
measures” aimed at the “adequate advancement” of certain racial or ethnic groups, who are
deemed “backward” compared to the so-called advanced human races, for instance, the
native population of non-European territories in contrast to the “civilized” Europeans. And
more recently, human rights law envisions rights tailored to respect and to promote the
identity and the lifestyles of people deemed “indigenous”.

The project explores these varying concepts of equality and racial discrimination. These
concepts draw on varying practices of comparison: What were the tertia that made lawmakers
(firmly) believe that some people were “backward” and in need of “advancement”, and what
did “advancement” entail? What kind of comparisons made lawmakers later replace the
political goal of “advancement” with the political goal of “diversity and richness of
civilizations and cultures”? How can we reconcile the idea of having special rights (with a view
to advancement or to secure diversity) with the general idea of equality before the law, which
is often understood to mean having the same rights?



RESEARCH PROJECTS ©

Cultural Translation as Multidirectional Process — Roberto Nobili as Missionary
Translator between Cultures, Religions, and Institutions

[Project in the SPP 2130 “Early Modern Translation Cultures (1450-1800)"]

Funded by the German Research Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft; DFG)

Principal Investigator: Prof. Dr. Antje Flichter
Doctoral Researcher: Giulia Nardini
Project Duration: 2018 - 2021, prolonged 2021 - 2025

Project Description:

During the first phase of the project, a toolkit for cultural translation that operationalizes the
approaches acquired in translation studies in the study of cultural encounters and
interactions was developed. Giulia Nardini applied this concept to study two works by the
Jesuit missionary Roberto Nobili (1577-1656): the Nana Upadesam, a theological-catechetical
text written in Tamil, not translated and hardly analyzed so far, and Informatio, a Latin
treatise addressed to a European clerical audience. Antje Flichter contextualized Nobili’s
endeavor with Jesuit texts from other parts of the world and published for a European
audience. Based on the results obtained during the first phase of the project, the project
wants to expand the research parameters in two important ways in the second phase. First,
on a methodological level, it wants to integrate elements of practice theory into the analytical
toolkit, enabling a stronger focus on practices that constitute social structures and
hierarchies. Second, it wants to test the toolkit on additional texts. Nardini will focus on Tamil
texts written by Henrique Henriques (1520-1600) for a South Indian audience and Portuguese
texts written by Gongalo Fernandes (1541-1619) for a European audience. In parallel, Flichter
will contextualize the Jesuits’ Indian experience by examining their published texts from
Ethiopia and North America.
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How Rankings Are Being Produced - On the Social Production of Serial Comparisons

Funded by the German Research Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft; DFG)

Principal Investigators: Prof. Dr. Tobias Werron, Dr. Leopold Ringel
Doctoral Researchers: Elisabeth Strietzel, Can David Tobias
Project Duration: 2022 - 2025

Project Description:

The project aims to study the social production of contemporary rankings. It defines rankings
as repetitive and periodical - “serialized” - practices of comparing that are produced not only
by individual organizations, but also by numerous individual and collective actors. The
entanglements that result from frequent engagement between these actors will be explored
in situ. The project is composed of two sub-projects, with each project applying qualitative
research methods to study one nation-state ranking produced by a non-governmental
organization (NGO): The Financial Secrecy Index by the Tax Justice Network, and the Climate
Change Performance Index by Germanwatch e.V. The case selection is based on the
observation that nation-state rankings produced by NGOs emerge from heterogeneous and
complex yet also accessible practice formations. Rankings have a cyclical baseline logic - from
data collection to publication, as well as multiple activities in the months thereafter - which
the sub-projects consider when collecting and interpreting data. Both sub-projects address
the following research questions: How are the practice formations, in which rankings are
located, produced and stabilized? How do these practice formations contribute to the
repeated production and institutionalization of serialized rankings? How do these practice
formations connect previous and present cycles, and how do they facilitate future cycles?

10
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Institutional Change and Social Practice = Research on the Political System, the
Economy, and Society in Central Asia and the Caucasus (Postdoctoral Fellowship
Program)

Funded by the Volkswagen Foundation
Principal Investigator: Prof. Dr. Andreas Vasilache

Postdoctoral Researcher: Dr. Aziz EImuradov

Research Assistant: Marie-Sophie Borchelt Camélo
Project Partner: TU Dortmund
Project Duration: 2019 - 2023

Project Description:

The Postdoctoral Fellowship Program “Institutional Change and Social Practice. Research on
the Political System, the Economy and Society in Central Asia and the Caucasus” is
implemented jointly by Bielefeld University and TU Dortmund and funded by the Volkswagen
Foundation. In addition to supporting twelve fellows and their research projects at eleven
universities and research institutions in Central Asia and the Caucasus, the project includes
an academic and professionalization program to accompany the individual projects. Parallel
to its research orientation, the project aims to connect the diverse topics and approaches
both between the fellows and with their German postdoc-tandem-partners. The project
includes the organization of three international conferences that will be organized by the
project partners in cooperation with the postdoctoral fellows.

"
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Order in Diversity - Practices of Comparing in Cross-cultural Jurisprudence (17 —19*
Centuries)

[Project BO1/D03 of the Collaborative Research Center 1288 “Practices of Comparing. Ordering
and Changing the World”]

Funded by the German Research Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft; DFG)
Principal Investigators: Prof. Dr. Antje Fluchter, Dr. Christina Brauner (until 2020)

Doctoral Researchers: Andreas Becker (until 2020), Anna Donecke (until 2020), Dr.
Cornelia Aust (since 2021), Malte Wittmaack (since 2021)

Project Duration: 2017 - 2020, prolonged 2021 - 2024
Project Description:

The project, headed by Antje Flichter and Christina Brauner, is part of Bielefeld University’s
SFB 1288. It takes up two case studies pursued by two PhD candidates, Anna Dénecke and
Andreas Becker. Focusing on jurisprudence in early modern contact zones, the project explores
the role of practices of comparison played in cultural encounters, how such practices were
transformed, and how they were appropriated by different actors. When temporary cultural
encounters evolve into more permanent contact zones, rules must be established to handle
conflicts and enable a working social order of everyday life. In such contexts, the act of
comparing plays a central role - to make the unfamiliar familiar, to create categories in
diversity, to draw boundaries, but also to question these boundaries and earlier established
perceptions. The field of jurisprudence provides illuminating insights into the complex
interdependencies between practices of comparing and social dynamics: For instance, it
allows for probing into the formation of new groups as they are typical of early modern
contact zones, such as religious conversion and mixed marriages.

The project sets out to tackle the following questions: How did different actors establish a
basic comparability of differing norms, institutions, and conceptions of justice? Which laws
applied to new groups like converts and descendants of mixed marriages? Did the
simultaneous existence of multiple systems of law provide leeway for strategic action such as
“forum shopping”? Practices of comparison in these contexts contribute to stabilizing an
existing order of things, but can also help to question established boundaries and foster
change.

The project pursues a long-term perspective and bridges the traditional caesura between the
early modern and modern periods. This makes it possible to reconstruct practices of
comparing and notions of (in-)comparability and the transformations they underwent in a
long-term perspective. Not least, the project sets out to critically discuss whether there is such
a thing as a “modern” mode of comparing.

12
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Power Comparisons in Times of Global Political Change, 1970-2020

[Project FO5 of the Collaborative Research Center 1288 “Practices of Comparing. Ordering and
Changing the World”]

Funded by the German Research Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft; DFG)
Principal Investigators: Prof. Dr. Mathias Albert, Dr. Thomas Miller

Doctoral Researchers: Dorothée Grinholz, Nike Retzmann

Project Duration: 2021-2024

Project Description:

The project deals with the competition between and the combination of various forms of
power comparisons since the 1970s. Using the example of the transatlantic community of
states, it traces how the development of comparative practices is shaped by trans- and
international communities of practice. Two longitudinal studies reconstruct the development
of discourses on international power changes and distributions in two North American (USA
and Canada) and two Western European (Germany and Great Britain) states between 1970
and 2020. Two case studies demonstrate how shared practices of power comparison emerge
within the framework of international institutions. The aim is to arrive at the first
comprehensive reconstruction of how shared practices of power comparison emerge, change,
and develop policy-shaping effects through communities of practice.

13
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Shaping Asia - Knowledge Production and Circulation

Funded by the German Research Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft; DFG)
Principal Investigator: Prof. Dr. Joanna Pfaff-Czarnecka

Postdoctoral Researcher:  Dr. Eva Rozdlia Holzle

Doctoral Researcher: Anass Khayati

Project Participants: Dr. Noorman Abdullah (National University of Singapore), Prof.
Dr. Claudia Derichs (HU Berlin), Prof. Dr. Riho Isaka (University of
Tokyo), Prof. Dr. Joachim Kurtz (University Heidleberg), Prof. Dr.
Kelvin Low (National University of Singapore), Prof. Dr. Dhruv
Raina (Jawarhalal Nehru University), Prof. Dr. Brigitt Rottger-
Rossler (FU Berlin), Irina Savu-Cristea (FU Berlin), Prof. Dr.
Thomas Stodulka (FU Berlin), Dr. Ferdiansyah Thajib (KUNCI
Study Forum and Collective)

Project Duration: 2017 - 2024
Project Description:

The network of scholars in the project views Asia as a region where (post-)colonial domination
and its scrutiny are intricately linked to the nature of knowledge production and circulation.
The initiative defines “Shaping Asia” as the conscious efforts of diverse actors in Asia to reflect
on how knowledge is produced within social contexts. The project seeks to uncover, support,
and develop forms of knowledge considered relevant to the Asian identity, prioritizing
conscious, reflexive engagement with knowledge to understand how Asian actors influence
their sociality and culture.

The reflection on knowledge production, circulation, and distribution across Asia is driven by
the project’s quest to grasp the magnitude of these processes, focusing on specific topics,
synergies, and clashes between knowledge communities, as well as the challenges of
translating between different realms of knowledge. This reflection acknowledges the
importance that actors in Asia attribute to knowledge production and use, driven by the need
to understand how they consciously shape their worlds. It also aims to stimulate academic
reflexivity in expanding knowledge about Asian societies and cultures while recognizing the
limits of such endeavors. The project requires careful observations, including ethnographic
skills and language proficiency, to understand knowledge exchange and dialogue challenges.

Among the key issues explored are the relationships between knowing and ignorance, local
knowledge and learning, and the dynamics of knowledge hierarchies. The project draws on
three main research areas: postcolonial critique of knowledge production modalities in and
about Asia, the spread of “world culture” influenced by neoliberal forces, and engagement
with “indigenous” or “local” knowledge. These areas provide a foundation for proposing novel
avenues while addressing their strengths and shortcomings.

14
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The Institutionalization of Rankings - Tabular Comparison of Performances between
1850 and 1980

Funded by the German Research Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft; DFG)
Principal Investigators: Prof. Dr. Tobias Werron, Dr. Leopold Ringel
Postdoctoral Researcher:  Dr. Clelia Minnetian

Doctoral Researcher: Stefan Wilbers

Project Duration: 2019 - 2024

Project Description:

Companies, artists, sports clubs, hospitals, hotels, universities, or countries: Today, all kinds
of entities are being “ranked” regularly. Most of the literature focuses on rankings that
emerged and proliferated since the 1990s. This neglects, however, that rankings have a long
history that we need to understand to explain their rise in the last few decades. The project,
therefore, looks at the history of rankings in two fields - competitive sports and
science/universities - between the mid-nineteenth century and around 1980. It conceptualizes
rankings as a modern practice of comparison that combines the comparison of performances,
quantification, visualization, and publication. With this understanding in mind, three research
questions are of particular interest: (1) Which rankings were produced and published during
this period? (2) How were they discursively received and interpreted? (3) How were they related
to discourses on performance, competition, and transparency/publicity?

15
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The Worldviews of Ice = Constructions of the Arctic at the Science/Politics Interface

Funded by the German Research Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft; DFG)

Principal Investigators: Prof. Dr. Mathias Albert, Prof. Dr. Holger StraBheim
Doctoral Researchers: Svenja Holste, Mikko von Bremen
Project Duration: 2022 - 2025

Project Description:

The Arctic region is a social and spatial construction, and such constructions shape the
formulation of both regional governance problems and their possible solutions. There are

numerous narratives about what the Arctic “is”, and these narratives rest on/are supported
by a variety of images often imbued with geopolitical meaning.

“The Worldviews of Ice” seeks to inquire how geopolitical images contribute to framing mostly
natural science research agendas in and on the Arctic. The project aims to understand how
these images feed back into the policymaking process through the particularly dense
networks between science and politics in Arctic research.

16
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Welfare for Migrant Factory Workers - Moral Struggles and Politics of Care under
Market Socialism

Funded by the European Research Council (ERC) under the European Union’s Horizon research
and innovation program (grant agreement No 803614)

Principal Investigator: Prof. Dr. Minh T. N. Nguyen

Project Team: Dr. Jingyu Mao (associated project member), Dr. Jake Lin
(associated project member), Huy Tran, Ngoc Luong, Lily Tian

Ethics Advisor: Prof. Hy Van Luong (University of Toronto)

Advisory Board: Prof. Hy Van Luong (University of Toronto), Prof. Tuan Anh
Nguyen (Hanoi National University), Prof. Shih-Jiun Shih
(National Taiwan University), Prof. Li Zhang (University of
California, Davis), Prof. Peigin Zhou (University of Nanjing), Prof.
Yulin Zhang (University of Nanjing)

Project Duration: 2019 - 2024
Project Description:

Emerging from several decades of socialist central planning, China and Vietnam have come
to be known as the factories of the world. Lesser known is the fact that the millions of people
staffing these factories are largely rural migrants, and even less known is that the welfare
systems of these countries are unravelling like never before. Despite deepening privatization,
public welfare programs have been expanding alongside diverse forms of non-state provisions.
This research project comparatively examines the moral politics underlining how the migrant
labor force is being cared for in the two countries by focusing on the welfare of the migrant
factory workers and their families.
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Research Training Groups

Research Training Group (RTG) Page
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Observation

RTG 2951: Cross-border Labor Markets - Transnational Market Makers, 20

Infrastructures, Institutions
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RTG 2225: World Politics - The Emergence of Political Arenas and Modes of
Observation

Funded by the German Research Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft; DFG)

Principal Investigators: Prof. Dr. Mathias Albert (Speaker), Prof. Dr. Ulrike Davy, Prof. Dr.
Angelika Epple, Prof. Dr. Thomas Faist, Prof. Dr. Alexandra
Kaasch, Prof. Dr. Martin Koch, Prof. Dr. Franz Mayer, Prof. Dr.
Christina Morina, Prof. Dr. Martin Petzke, Prof. Dr. Angelika Siehr,
Prof. Dr. Willibald Steinmetz, Prof. Dr. Holger StraBheim, Prof. Dr.
Andreas Vasilache, Prof. Dr. Tobias Werron

Funding Period: 1*t Funding Period: October 2017 - March 2022
2" Funding Period: April 2022 - September 2026

Project Description:

The RTG 2225 focuses on the emergence of world politics as a distinct field of the political
embedded in a world society environment. Rather than reducing world politics and its history
to a range of dominant organizational forms, such as nation-states or empires, and the
relations between them, the group adopts a comprehensive perspective covering the
processes and practices that underpin the emergence of world politics as a highly complex
social realm. Accordingly, it builds on the expertise of different fields - International Relations,
Sociology (world society theories), Global History, and International Law, to situate itself in,
as well as contribute to, a fast-growing international research landscape of “global historical
sociology”.

Informed by a variety of disciplinary inputs, the group as a whole continues to apply what has
proven to be a highly fruitful analytical heuristic, namely the distinction between modes of
observation and modes of organization as perspectives on linked but separate aspects of
world political evolution. Reflecting the individual (post-) doctoral research projects that the
group has attracted, it has also specified two thematic fields within its research program that
will guide future collaborative efforts. These fields cover, firstly, world politics as a horizon of
comparison that links geographically and socially distant structures and processes, and,
secondly, global models, “scripts”, and “blueprints” of specific practices and actors in world
politics.

With its research and qualification program, the primary aim of the group remains to foster
high quality individual research outputs completed in a limited amount of time, to support
junior researchers in the best ways possible, and to help them develop “research
personalities”, as well as to produce collaborative output as a group. With a high degree of
built-in internationality, the group seeks to increase its international visibility as a group, and,
more particularly, that of the individual (post-) doctoral researchers who belong to it.
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RTG 2951: Cross-border Labor Markets - Transnational Market Makers,
Infrastructures, Institutions

Funded by the German Research Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft; DFG)

Principal Investigators: Prof. Dr. Ursula Mense-Petermann (Speaker), Prof. Dr. Karen
Shire (Co-Speaker), Prof. Dr. Marcel Erlinghagen, Prof. Dr. Minh
Nguyen, Prof. Dr. Sebastian Otten, Prof. Dr. Sigrid Quack, Prof.
Dr. Alexandra Scheele, Prof. Dr. Helen Schwenken, Prof. Dr. Anja
WeiB, Prof. Dr. Tobias Werron, Prof. Dr. Anna Zaharieva

Funding Period: 1** Funding Period: April 2024 - March 2029
Project Description:

Cross-border labor mobility and migration have developed into key issues within globalization
research. Remarkably, however, “cross-border labor markets” have not yet been addressed as
a phenomenon sui generisin this context. Global structures and dynamics are largely
scrutinized as factors impacting national labor markets, and the terms “emigration” and
“immigration” that dominate the relevant literature underscore this focus on national labor

markets as units of analysis.

The RTG 2951 takes a different approach, putting cross-border labor markets center stage in
its research program. The emergence of cross-border labor markets can be observed in
multiple sectors: in low-skilled labor (e.g., in domestic work or meat packing), as well as among
highly-skilled workers and professionals (e.g., academics, consultants, medical doctors), or in
sports, the arts, and the entertainment industry at large. The particular focus of the RTG is
on investigating what makes it possible for cross-border labor markets to emerge and be
consolidated, i.e., how the coordination problems that are amplified in border crossing

markets are “solved”.

The RTG 2951 is jointly run by Bielefeld University’s Faculty of Sociology and the Faculty of
Business Administration and Economics, and by the University of Duisburg-Essen’s Faculty of
Social Sciences and Faculty of Business Administration and Economics.
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Lecture Series

Winter Term 2024/2025

Theme: Migration in World Society Perspective

October 15, 2024: Catherine Wihtol de Wenden (Paris), “Migrations in the World: Between
Realities and Politics”

October 29, 2024: Ronaldo Munck (Dublin), “Migration and Social Transformation: A
Complexity Lens”

January 14, 2025: Stefan Rother (Freiburg), “Global Migration and Refugee Governance from
Below: A Comparative Perspective”

January 21, 2025: Mirca Madianou (London), “Technocolonialism: When Technology for Good
is Harmful” (in cooperation with the WG Sociology of the Media)

January 28, 2025: Thomas Faist (Bielefeld), “The Socio-Ecological Question: Climate-Related
Mobility as a Wicked Issue”
Summer Term 2024

May 7, 2024: Jan Busse (Munich), “Reflections on a Global Historical Sociology of Political
Order: The Complex Entanglement of Micro-Practices and Macro-Structures” (in cooperation
with the ZDES)

May 14, 2024: Jiwei Ci (Hong Kong), “Democratization Today: Theoretical and China-Specific
Reflections” (in cooperation with the Lecture Series Understanding Asia)

June 11, 2024: Roundtable “Understanding the Transformation of World Politics: Ordering
Principles and Infrastructures of Communication” (UTOPIC) (with members of the ZiF Resident
Group)

July 9, 2024: Bettina Mahlert (Innsbruck) & Heikki Patomdki (Helsinki), “Universalism and

Cosmopolitanism in World Politics”

Winter Term 2023/2024

Theme: Social Rights - Global Perspectives?

October 31, 2023: Markus Ciesielski (GieBen/Hildesheim), “Claiming in Columbia: A Regional
Approach to Social Rights Insights”

November 14, 2023: Marcel van der Linden (Amsterdam), “Coerced and Free Labour in Global
Perspective”

December 5, 2023: Octavio Luiz Motta Ferraz (London), “The Right to Health and the Amazon
Forest - Brazil, the Americas and the World”

January 23, 2024: Angelika Siehr (Bielefeld), “The Human Right to Water”
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Summer Term 2023
May 2, 2023: Benedikt Stuchtey (Marburg), “Writing the History of the British Empire”

June 13, 2023: Andrea Muehlebach (Bremen), “Can Waves have Rights? From Rights of Nature
to Earth Law”

July 4, 2023: Tobias Berger (Berlin), “Worldmaking from the Margins: How Southern actors
shape Global Order”

July 11, 2023: Larissa Buchholz (Evanston), “The Global Rules of Art”

Winter Term 2022/2023

Theme: How Eurocentric is Sociological Globalization and World Society Research and
What Can We Do About It?

October 25, 2022: Gurminder Bhambra (Sussex), “Accounting for Colonial Histories in Global
Sociology”

December 13, 2022: Manuela Boatca (Freiburg), “Most Common, Most Deceptive: Society as a
Unit of Analysis”

January 25, 2023: Raewyn Connell (Sydney), “Resources for Change in World Society
Research”

Summer Term 2022
April 12, 2022: leva Birka (Riga), “Harnessing the Potential of the Diasporas”

April 27, 2022: Felix Schirmann (Erfurt), “From the Head of the Snake to a Unity of the World
- Mapping Blurred Transitions at the Congo Estuary, 1859-1887”

June 14, 2022: Vineeta Sinha (Singapore), “Contesting the Hegemony of the ‘Neo-liberal,
Corporate University’ - Implications for Academic Freedom and Critical Intellectual
Scholarship”

July 5, 2022: Eva Gerharz (Fulda), “Youth Movements and the Changing Political in Bangladesh
and Beyond” (in cooperation with the Lecture Series Understanding Asia)
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(Co-)Funded Events

2024

November 7 to 8, 2024: Annual Conference of the Working Group on the Sociology of
International Relations, Bielefeld University, organized by Thomas Miiller et al.

November 26, 2024: Special Lecture “Policy Transfer and Advocacy Coalitions: The Case of
Basic Pension in South Korea” by Won Sub Kim (South Korea), Bielefeld University, co-organized
by the Working Group German and Transnational Social Policy & the IW

December 5 to 6, 2024: Annual Retreat of the Institute for World Society Studies, Horn-Bad
Meinberg, organized by the IW

2023

March 27 to 29, 2023: Conference “Evidence-based Benevolence? The Role of Philanthropic
Organizations in Global Public Policies", ZiF Bielefeld, organized by Holger StraBheim et al.

April 25, 2023: Roundtable “The Evolution of Orders: Uncertain Futures and the (Im-)
Possibilities of Progress” with Emanuel Adler, Mathias Albert, Silke Schwandt & Stephan
Stetter, Bielefeld University, co-organized by the SFB 1288, the RTG World Politics, the Center
for Uncertainty Studies (CeUS) & the IW

June 6, 2023: Roundtable “Global Cooperation and Global Challenges” with Bettina Mahlert,
Sigrid Quak, Alina Isakova & Malte Neuwinger, moderated by Mathias Albert, Bielefeld
University, co-organized by the RTG World Politics & the IW

September 20 to 21, 2023: Workshop “Military Thought and World Polity Theory”, Bielefeld
University, organized by Philip Schdafer et al.

November 30 to December 1, 2023: Annual Retreat of the Institute for World Society Studies,
Bad Salzuflen, organized by the IW

2022

March 7 to 11, 2022: Open Research Area (ORA) Proposal Preparation Meeting “Migration
Governance in Crises”, Bielefeld University, organized by Martin Koch et al.

April 21 to 22, 2022: Founding Conference of the Historical Sociology Working Group in the
Cultural Sociology Section of the DGS, ZiF Bielefeld, organized by Matthias Leanza, Simon
Hecke, Daniele Russ & Julia Schubert

May 19 to 20, 2022: Conference “Wie geht’s eigentlich der Weltgesellschaft?” to celebrate the
20t Anniversary of the Institute for World Society Studies, ZiF Bielefeld, organized by the IW

June 2 to 3, 2022: Conference of the DGS Section “Politische Soziologie”, Bielefeld University,
organized by Alejandro Esguerra, Leopold Ringel & Holger StraBheim
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September 27 to 29, 2022: Presentation at the DGS Congress “Polarisierte Welten”, Bielefeld
University, co-organized by the RTG World Politics & the IW

November 1 to 3, 2022: Author’s Workshop “Svalbard Imaginaries”, Bielefeld University,
organized by Mathias Albert et al.

November 10 to 11, 2022: Annual Retreat of the Institute for World Society Studies, Bad
Salzuflen, organized by the IW
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A.S., S. (2022). Waiting: Social Meanings of Immobility in Kathmandu, Nepal. ASIEN - German
Journal on Contemporary Asia

Publications

A.S., S. (2023). Making Mobility a Market: An Economic Sociology of Migration Brokerage.
DuEPublico: Duisburg-Essen Publications online, University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany.
https://doi.org/10.17185/DUEPUBLICO/77357

Achilli, L., Missbach, A., & Alvarez Velasco, S. (2023). Migration and Crime in a Divided World:
Strategies, Perceptions, and Struggles. The Annals of the American Academy of Political and
Social Science, 709(1), 8-22. https://doi.org/10.1177/00027162241251625

Ackermann, M., Al-Bayaa, N., Bohé, J., Grinholz, D., Gutierrez, A., Héter, R., Klode, S. E., et al.
(2024). So vielfdltig ist Vereinheitlichung: Warum Praktiken Ghnlicher werden und welche Rolle
Vergleichspraktiken dabei spielen (Praktiken des Vergleichens. Working Paper des SFB 1288,
14). Bielefeld: Universitdt Bielefeld. https://doi.org/10.4119/unibi/2987343

Adiputera, Y., Sadjad, M. S., & Missbach, A. (2024). Making a living despite work prohibitions:
creativity, entrepreneurship and (self-)employment amongst refugees in Indonesia. In N.
Ranabahu, H. P. de Vries, & R. T. Hamilton (Eds.), Routledge Research Companions in Business
and Economics. Refugee Entrepreneurship. A Research Companion. London: Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003368540-8

Ahrens, P., & Scheele, A. (2022). Mobilizing for Quotas Against all odds: The Long Road to
Corporate Equality in Germany. In I. Engeli & A. Mazur (Eds.), Gender Equality and Policy
Implementation in the Corporate World. Making Democracy Work in Business (pp. 287-311).
Oxford: Oxford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/0s0/9780198865216.003.0014

Aksakal M., Calderén L., Conti L., & Lucila N. (Eds.) (2023). Migraciones y desigualdades en
tiempos de la crisis pandémica: Panoramas Latinoamericanos. Carta Economica Regional,
35(131)

Aksakal M., Calderén L., Conti L., & Nejmakis L. (Eds.) (2023). Migraciones en el marco de la
desigualdad. Carta Economica Regional, 35(132)

Aksakal, M., & Calderon, L. (31.10.2023). Introduccién: Migraciones, fronteras y desigualdades.
Carta Economica Regional, 35(132), 5-16.

Aksakal, M., & Wolfesberger, P. (2023). Der Migrations- und Krisen-Nexus: Analytische
Perspektive auf (nicht-) solidarische Mobilisierungspraktiken. In P. - I. Villa Braslavsky (Ed.),
Polarisierte Welten. Verhandlungen des 41. Kongresses der Deutschen Gesellschaft fir
Soziologie in Bielefeld 2022 Essen.

Albert M., Brode-Roger D., & Iversen L. (Eds.) (2023). Svalbard Imaginaries. The Making of an
Arctic Archipelago. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.

Albert M., Muller T., & Langer K. (Eds.) (2024). Comparisons in Global Security Politics.
Representing and Ordering the World. Bristol: Bristol University Press.
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Albert, M. (2022). "Schlussbemerkung: "Polare Ordnungen" - von der Denk- zur
Wirkmdglichkeit?".  Zeitschrift  fir  Internationale  Beziehungen,  29(1),  155-157.
https://doi.org/10.5771/0946-7165-2022-1-155

Albert, M. (2022). How far is it from Minster and Osnabrick to Kampala? State Aggression,
the use of force and statehood in a world society perspective. In E. Conze & S. Bock (Eds.),
Rethinking the Crime of Aggression: International and Interdisciplinary Perspectives (pp. 55-
74). Cham: Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-6265-467-9 4

Albert, M. (2022). Polar- und Weltpolitik: Einleitung zum Forum. Zeitschrift fir Internationale
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Cambridge University Press.
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Cooperation & Conflict
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Relations. A Human Science for World Politics (pp. 280-300). Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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Albert, M., & Hilkermeier, L. (2023). Der Ukraine-Krieg und die Mitte zwischen Pazifismus und
Militarismus. In A. Zick, B. KUpper, N. Mokros, & Herausgegeben fir die Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
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