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Using a vignette approach, the lecture explores market grammars in the
colonial and postcolonial Indian Ocean region, and how (post-)colonial
encounters shaped the handling of expectations in markets. Schwecke
argues that Indian Ocean economies historically excelled at facilitating re-
negotiability in transactional relations, thereby producing markets that
placed particular emphasis on the fluid handling of trust and obligation. In
turn, colonial ‘modernity’ attempted to superimpose blueprints of economic
behavior derived from predominant notions of immutability for agreements
once they were entered into, and their enforcement, yet failed to overcome
the utility of the former. The resulting encounters of different, constantly
evolving market grammars, he argues, can best be understood as an
ongoing creolization process, in which a lexically dominant ‘language’ for
economic behavior emerged that nevertheless allowed room for the
continued evolution of practices employed to subvert or circumvent the
conceptual framework of ‘modern’ economic conduct.
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