Selection of countries in the FLOORCASH datasets

The selection of countries was driven by an interest in the ‘global South’. There are diverse
understandings of this term. According to our understanding, ‘global South’ suggests both
geographical criteria and aspects of development. The FLOORCASH datasets cover all
developing countries and emerging economies—basically independent and internationally
recognized countries as well as a few disputed territories—outside of Europe and North
America, as of 2012/2013, except a few countries with high Human Development Index
(HDI) scores. In this sense, the data set covers the entire global South (N = 148) rather than
representing a selective sample (see Table).

The geographical selection of countries follows the classification by the UN Statistics
Division.! The selection with regard to development refers to the Human Development Index
(HDI).2

Out of the 193 UN member states all are included with the following exceptions:

a) Geographical restriction:
The 45 European countries, as classified by the UN Statistics division, are excluded,
that is, the 47 member states of the Council of Europe and Belarus; but Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Georgia are included in the database.

b) Restriction with regard to development:
Five non-European, but highly developed countries are excluded (with very high HDI
scores over decades): Australia, New Zealand, Canada, USA, and Japan.

In addition to the UN member states, the FLOORCASH datasets include the following
territories: Palestine, Macao, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Cook Islands.

The dataset FLOORCASH-SocPen for social pensions additionally covers Turkey.

Table: Countries and territories covered by the FLOORCASH-SocCit dataset

No. Country Code Country No. Country Code Country

1 AFG Afghanistan 75 LBN Lebanon

2 AGO Angola 76 LBR Liberia

3 ARE Arab Emirates 77 LBY Libya

4 ARG Argentina 78 LCA Saint Lucia
5 ARM Armenia 79 LKA Sri Lanka

6 ATG Antigua and Barbuda 80 LSO Lesotho

7 AZE Azerbaijan 81 MAR Morocco

8 BDI Burundi 82 MDG Madagascar
9 BEN Benin 83 MDV Maldives
10 BFA Burkina Faso 84 MEX Mexico

11 BGD Bangladesh 85 MHL Marshall Islands

! https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/m49/ (accessed 24 October 2017).

2 http://hdr.undp.org/en/data (accessed 24 October 2017).
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