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Dear friends and colleagues,

This is the final issue of our newsletter. After
nine years, this Research Training Group
officially ends on 30 September 2026.

Many people have been supporting the
Group, many have been involved. For many
of the involved researchers it has - hopefully
- formed an experience enriching their
careers in academia and beyond.

Let me take this opportunity to summarily
thank everyone who has been involved or
supported the Research Training Group
“World Politics” in one way or another.

However, rather than bid a long farewell,
allow me to simply say that it has been a
pleasant experience - and let’s stay in
touch!

All best!

Prof. Dr. Mathias Albert
Speaker of the RTG
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RTG Guest Prof. Dr. Thomas Diez from University of
Tubingen “Double Flipsiding: The Liberalisation
and lliberalisation of ‘Security’”, Bielefeld
University, Germany, taken by Dr. M. Aksakal,

Bielefeld University.
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Third Cohort of Doctoral Researchers (2023-2026)
Iris Bartelt

Doctoral Project:
Moral authority and contestation in the International Labour

Organization

Markus Buderath

Doctoral Project:
Making the Good Cop: Policing, Nation Branding and Human

Rights in Scotland

Kenan Kadic

Doctoral Project:

The Emergence of World Politics in 20t" Century Europe from the
Perspective of International Organizations and Global Elites

(thesis successfully defended)

Saba Mirhosseini

Doctoral Project:
Unveiling Transformation: Global Dynamics and the Status of

Women in Iran (1979-2001)

Julia Pfau

Doctoral Project:
The Making of Personalized -Isms' in World Politics
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Basak N. Simsek

Doctoral Project:
Challenging state-centrism, examining globalism: international
criminal justice through hybrid institutionalism

(thesis successfully defended)

Nicole Sommer

Doctoral Project:
The Institutionalization of People of African Descent as a Global
Social Category in International Politics

Natia Tsaritova

Doctoral Project:
The role of Inter-Organizational cooperation in the Arctic:
Examining observers engagement in the Arctic Council

Adolfo A. Zambrano Vargas

Doctoral Project:

Rebalancing World Politics? China, the US and the Emergence of a
Differentiated International Economic and Financial Regime in
Latin- America

Christina Zschieschang

Doctoral Project:

The World Politics of Humans in Deep Space: Human Spaceflight
beyond LEO and its Impact on World Order
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Post-Doctoral Researcher

Dr. Disha K. Jani

Post-Doctoral Project:

(Un)free Labour and (Un)free Trade: Economic Sovereignty from
the Haitian Revolution to the NIEO, 1791-1974

Scientific Coordinator

Dr. Mustafa Aksakal

Student Assistants

Alina Puliaieva

Aleksandra Shuvalova
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CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, SUMMER SCHOOLS AND LECTURES

“Human rights-based policing in Scotland: between organisational myth, practical reality,
and 'brand' value”, presented by M. Buderath in hybrid seminar in collaboration with the
Scottish Institute for Policing Research (SIPR), Edinburgh Napier University, Scotland (UK), 20
May 2026.

“Chances and Challenges - The BGHS podcast”, Episode “Insights in Daily Life and
Professional Experiences of Doctoral Researchers”, hosted by I. Bartelt, J. Krusche, J. G.
Veiga und C. Zschieschang. 1 June, 2026. Available at
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0oNj1AUSWDITDNYszga5n4.

“A Coercive Consensus: Gender, Power, and the Global Population Control”, presented by S.
Mirhosseini at the European Conference on Politics and Gender. Newcastle University UK, 15-
17 June 2026.

“Cooperating in Times of Disruption: Navigating the Belarus Case in the CAS”, presented by
|. Bartelt at EWIS Workshop: About the re-birth of cooperation in world politics: Governing,
balancing, ordering, izmir University of Economics, Izmir, Turkiye, 1-3 July 2026.

“The Emergence of Cislunar Space as an Object of Global Governance. An Object-Oriented
Approach to the Politics of Outer Space”, presented by C. Zschieschang at the Pan
European Conference of the EISA. University of Lisbon, Lisbon, 01 September 2026.

“Human rights-based policing as organisational myth: the case of Police Scotland”,
presented by M. Buderath at the European Society of Criminology (ESC) Conference,
Warsaw, Poland, 9-12 September 2026.

“The Role of the Future in World Politics: A Study on the Case of Deep Space Exploration
Politics”, presented by C. Zschieschang at the Ethnographies of Outer Space Conference.
Leuphana University, LiUneburg, 17 September 2026.


https://open.spotify.com/episode/0oNj1AU5wDlTDNYszqa5n4
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RESEARCH STAYS

Buderath, M. Visiting PhD resesearch stay under the sponsorship of Dr Andrew Wooff,
Edinburgh Napier University, Scotland (UK), 1 March - 31 May 2026.

Zschieschang, C. Participant Observation of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space, Vienna, Austria, 10-18 June 2026.
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GUEST LECTURERS AND EVENTS IN THE SUMMER TERM 2026

29 April 2026, Rowena Robinson (IW lectures), “Outside Europe: Fraternity in a South
Asian Context”.

6 May 2026, Roundtable with Tdém Ng6, Arjun Appadurai, Peter van der Veer, and Minh
Nguyen (in collaboration with the WG Social Anthropology), “The Asian Challenge in a
Changing World Order”.

11 May 2026, Andrea Liese (Research Class), ,,Die Uberwachung internationaler
Menschenrechte in schwierigen Zeiten. Internationale Organisationen und die Autoritdt
von Experten®.

2 June 2026, Nahed Samour (IW lectures), “Die Zukunft der deutschen Nahostpolitik und
des Volkerrechts”.

12 June 2026, Film screening and discussion with director David Bernet, “Solidarity”.

16 June 2026, Charlotta Friedner Parrat (Research Class), “Building a European Defence
for the Liberal Order?”.

29 June 2026, John Veugelers (Research Class), "Movement Parties: A Critical-Historical
Analysis*.

7 July 2026, Bernd Bucher (Research Class), "Do international norms really still matter?
How a shift to indirectly and inductively studying norms in times of crisis can shed light
on norm (and group) emergence?”.

9 July 2026, Thomas Diez (Research Class), "Double flipsiding: the liberalisation and
illiberalisation of 'Security”.
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We are pleased to announce that Basak Naz Simsek successfully defended her
dissertation, “Challenging state-centrism, examining globalism: international
criminal  justice through hybrid institutionalism”, on 13  May 2026.

We are also pleased to announce that Kenan Kadic has successfully defended his
dissertation, “The Emergence of World Politics in 20th Century Europe from the
Perspective of International Organizations and Global Elites”, on 14 July 2026.
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