Everyday experience demonstrates
that offenses, swearing and abusive
language tend to involve explicit or
implicit comparisons. Within the
history of religion, the phenome-
non is similarly familiar: Bad Chris-
tians were accused of being like -
or worse than - Turks or Jews,
Jews were admonished not to fall
so low as to behave like Christians
and so on. Studying such compari-
sons, we set out to explore the rela-
tionship between polemics, orders
of knowledge, and concepts of reli-
gion. Bringing together scholars of
different religious traditions and
periods, the conference proposes
to take an interdisciplinary and sys-
tematic view on religious diversity
and polemical comparison. The
papers trace polemical compari-
sons from Late Antiquity to modern
times and across Christian, Jewish,
Muslim, and Buddhist discourses.
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