










Typical career options in the Germany acadmic system



Number refers to Germany





More about career paths and skills/experiences needed to become postdoc & professor: talk on Monday 17 Oct 
2026





Read the reviewers’ guidelines if publically available! They tell you what they are looking for and what they are 
grading. 



Make text easy to understand, easy to follow and information easy to find. Write for the correct audience. Double
check that you have everything included.





More than a year in advance

















Golden Circle approach by Simon Sinek: create interest in the audience first, then go into details!

WHY: why is this interesting/really needed/super cool? 
HOW: strategy and method
WHAT: milestones, timeplan, deliverables











Everything in proposal leads to aim/research question/hypotheses or is derived from it



Interconnect your sections. Weave red threads throughout text









Candidate name Paper title paper title paper title paper title paper title paper title paper title paper

title paper title paper title paper tit Journal title journal title journal title journal title 

Paper title paper title paper title paper title paper title paper 

title paper title paper title paper title pa Journal title journal title journal title journal title 

Journal title journal title journal title journal title journal title

Paper title paper title paper title paper title paper title paper title paper title paper

title paper title pa

Co-author, candidate, co-author, co-au

Candidate name

Co-author, candidate Paper title paper title paper title paper title paper title paper title paper title paper

title paper title paper title, pap Journal title journal title journa  













IN UR QUANTUM 

BOX...

...MAYBE







In addition to manual/proposal instructions: Carefully read instructions in the template & use the formatting pre
sets



If unclear, check the FAQ. If still unclear: : ask FFT. If still unclear: it’s absolutely ok to ask the funding body! 













•

•



https://www.dfg.de/en/research-funding/funding-
opportunities/programmes/individual/research-grants

https://www.dfg.de/en/research-funding/funding-
opportunities/programmes/individual/research-
grants/forms-guidelines
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