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My next career 
choice is due…
soon or later

My DREAM future 
self is in…

Academia or 
industry 

Career decisions 
are easy for me

My GUESS where I 
am is in…

academia or 
industry
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Academic job market Non-university job market

Doctorate required There is no exclusive non-university job 
market for doctoral graduates

Excellent scientific achievements (third-
party funding, publications, awards) as a 
benchmark

Doctorate usually not expected, must be 
listed as relevant work experience

The path to a permanent 
position/professorship often requires a 
series of temporary employment and 
(international) mobility

Identification and translation of 
competencies from science into the 
language of the non-university labor 
market necessary, including soft skills as 
a qualification feature

For internationals: You can get by with 
limited German language skills

For internationals: German language skills 
at C1 level are a widespread requirement



Where do I stand and where do I go? Let’s find out together!
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• What can I do beyond my research skills?
• What do I enjoy doing?
• In which areas would I like to develop?
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